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Modeling a Neighborhood “Should We” Question 
 

In this activity, your family will ask a “Should We” question that is focused on your neighborhood and then 
create a model to explain the different parts and relationships of your “Should We” question. 
 

What is a “Should We” question and what are some examples? 
“Should We” questions come from observations and wonderings about those observations. Here are some example 
observations and the “Should We” questions that someone could ask related to those observations: 

1. We observed a vacant lot in our neighborhood.  
a. Should we plant more trees [or other types of plants] there? 

2. We observed that there are a lot of insects in a community garden in our neighborhood. 
a. Should we use an insecticide in the community garden to kill the insects?  

3. We observed that water is running off into a certain area of our neighborhood after it rains, and then a lot of birds 
visit the standing water. 

a. Should we call the city to ask that they fix the slope of the concrete so water won’t pool in that spot after it 
rains?  

 

More information about “Should We” Questions: 
A “Should We” question tries to: 

1. think about the relationships between humans and the natural world. 
2. think about how our decisions impact our surroundings. 
3. help us understand what we can do to be more aware of our role within the natural world.  

 

“Should We” questions ask us to think about scales of time, and processes of change (and how long it takes to make change). 
“Should We” questions lend themselves to being explored through a seasonal lens. “Should We” questions lend themselves 
to some action, or at least deliberation around an action. They rarely, if ever, have a “right” or “wrong” answer, and they can 
impact families, communities, and the natural world in different ways.  
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Part 1: 
A. As a family, take a walk in your neighborhood and make observations (or you can use observations you made 

on other walks, and your wonderings about those observations, as part of this activity).  
 

B. Then ask a neighborhood “Should We” question based on your observations and your questions about 
your observations.  

 

Where we went for our walk in our neighborhood: __________________________________________________ 
 

We made these observations on our walk: (Write 
and/or draw the observations you made.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are curious about these “Should We” questions 
based on our observations: (Write as many “Should We” 
questions as you want.) 
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Part 2: Pick a “Should We” question you want to focus on and discuss it as a family. Write and/or draw important parts of 
your discussions (you can use the prompts in the chart to focus your discussions). 
 

The “Should We” question we want to focus on is: ___________________________________________________ 
 

What different “kinds” (animals, plants, other people, elements 
like water) are involved in our “Should We” question?  
 
 

What relationships among those kinds do we think are 
important? (You might think about eating relationships, shelter 
relationships, cooperation or competition relationships, cause 
and effect relationships.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How might the kinds that we identify be connected to specific 
places, lands, and/or waters in our neighborhood?  

Might any of this be different in different seasons? How? 
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Part 3: Now, using your discussions, create an initial model of the different parts of your “Should We” question. Scientists 
use models for several reasons. For example, they use models to help make their thinking visible and explore their ideas. You can 
make an initial model of your “Should We” question (including its parts and how those parts are related and why) by drawing 
diagrams, or using words and arrows (or other symbols). If you want to, you can use a lot of different materials to make your model 
(pencils, pens, markers, crayons, yarn, and/or pictures, for example). 

● The point of your model is to capture the important elements of your “Should We” question.  
● How do your ideas about how the kinds, places, and relationships that are part of your “Should We” question work together? 
● How does your model explain your thinking about that?  

 
Our neighborhood “Should We” question is: _______________________________________________________ 

Our initial model that captures our thinking about our neighborhood “Should We” question... 
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Extension Activity Ideas 
 

● Find out more about different elements of your “Should We” question by talking to other people, reading books and 
magazines, watching videos, and finding online resources. 
 

● Continue to go outside and make observations related to your “Should We” question. Then, revise your model to 
incorporate new information that you  learn (from observations and from any other sources you have consulted). 
This will allow you to track your family’s thinking over time.  

○ How has your thinking changed?  
○ How has it stayed the same? 

 
● Once you have spent time collecting information and revising your model, host a family deliberation about your 

“Should We” question. What do different family members think should be done and why? What actions could you 
take? How might you do that?  

○ Consider inviting other family members and friends to participate. That way, you can hear more ideas and 
questions connected to your family’s “Should We” question.   

 

 


